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pained surprise that the Ottoman Government pro-
posed in reorganizing the army to depart from this
principle. One German officer was to be appointed
commander of the 1st Army Corps quartered in
Constantinople, and a second to be his chief of staff.
A firm protest upon the part of the Allies compelled
General Liman von Sanders to retire from his Corps
command, and to accept the post of Inspector-General:
but his subordinates continued to perform executive
duties. Among the lieutenants was a middle-aged
Bavarian artillery officer, Major Kress von Kressen-
stein, destined later to play an important part in the
campaign on the Egyptian frontier.
Long before 1914 the promises of better and more
liberal government, so freely made by the Young
Turks when they took office, had vanished. The
Ottoman Empire was subjected to a tyranny little
less despotic than that of the Sultans. A triumvirate
of Pashas—Enver, Talaat, and Djemal—held the reins
of the State coach. Of these men, Enver, Minister of
War, occupied the first place in the imagination of his
countrymen. By profession a soldier, he had acquired
some reputation for leadership in his conduct of the
campaign in Tripoli. Swayed by vanity and ambition,
the Minister early in his career had succumbed to
German flattery. Berlin made no mistake in the
choice of their agent: for the hesitating acceptance
by the Ottoman Government of the presence of a
German military mission in Constantinople was due
mainly to Enver's enthusiasm for the proposal. But
if Enver governed the army, Talaat, Minister of
Interior, exerciser of administrative patronage, held
all other strings in his hand. Troubled with no heart
and with no conscience, already he had acquired
unenviable fame for reputed complicity in recent
Armenian massacres. He was utterly untrustworthy,
both as man and politician. He confided in no one:

